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Abstract

Findings of an exploratory study conducted with a sample of instructors and students
at King Saud University showed several shortcomings in the teaching of reading at
Saudi high schools. To enable high school students to be efficient readers while in
school and after finishing school, the author set several quality criteria that the high
school reading program should meet to help students acquire the reading skills and
attain the required learning outcomes. The list of reading criteria included the
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following: (i) quality of defining comprehensive reading objectives (skills); (ii)
quality of designing interesting and attractive reading textbooks; (iii) quality of
selecting reading texts with contemporary and global themes and that are diverse in
themes and forms; (iv) quality of designing reading exercises; (v) quality of designing
reading tests; (vi) quality of preparing the reading teacher; (vi) teaching reading in
the content areas such as chemistry, physics, history, geography and others together
with the specialized material; (vii) instilling reading habits among the students; (viii)
training students to search for information online and in the library; and (xi) training
students to read online. The study gives detailed quality criteria for teaching reading
to secondary school students.

Keywords: quality reading, quality criteria, high school reading, secondary
reading, reading program evaluation, quality reading program

For citation: Al-Jarf, R. (2019). € slill 4l el 3¢/l arlei -4 52 sad/ [Quality in teaching
reading to high school students]. Eurasian Arabic Studies, 5, 36-62.
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