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Abstract
This study aimed at analyzing first, second and third grade errors in auditory and
visual discrimination, letter recognition, sight word recognition, word recognition in
context, sound-symbol association, and structural analysis sub-skills to identify the
difficulties that students have in word identification by using a word identification
test specially constructed for that purpose. It was found that the easiest sub-skills for
the three grades were: visual and auditory discrimination, sight word recognition or
word recognition in context; and to a moderate degree: letter recognition; and the
most difficult sub-skills were sound-symbol association and structural analysis
respectively. The three grades were significantly different in their mean error in word
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identification in general and in the different sub-skills. The first grade mean error
was greater than the second and third grade mean error in auditory and visual
discrimination, letter recognition and word recognition in context, but there were no
significant differences between the second and third grade mean error. First grade
mean error was greater than second grade and the second grade mean error was
greater than third grade in sight word recognition, sound-symbol association and
structural analysis and the total number of errors. Students' mastery of word
identification in general and of each sub-skill gets better as they proceed from one
grade to a higher one. The correlation between the total error score and errors in
each sub-skill was positive, significant and greater than the correlation between the
errors in the sub-skills.

Key words: first grade, second grade, third grade, difficulties, word identification
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